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School Community 

Gold Bridge Community School is a one-room rural school located 106 km west of Lillooet and 

80 km north of Pemberton in the community of Gold Bridge in the Bridge River Valley. 

Gold Bridge Community School enrollment fluctuates from year to year depending on ages of 

students living in the Bridge River Valley. In the current year there are four students enrolled in 

kindergarten, grade three and grade four. The students’ programs are delivered through a 

multi-disciplinary approach to learning which is experiential, arts-integrated, play based and 

developmentally appropriate. With the school’s unique remote location in the Bridge River 

Valley, it is a place of learning not limited by the four walls of its classrooms. Abundant outdoor 

educational opportunities allow for learning to occur in direct, unmediated contact with nature.  

The school’s size offers a unique educational experience and gives space for focused 

individualized approaches to learning. Within the context of a small rural community the 

school contributes to the social cohesion of the community but is also a benefactor of the interest 

and goodwill of community members who contribute to the vibrancy of school life in various 

ways. The school is in its third year of having the same students (with one new addition), 
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teacher and families which poses particular advantages and challenges to the art of harmonious 

interaction. As much as acquiring academic physical and artistic skills are integral to a balanced 

schooling, so is the development of strong interpersonal skills fundamental to balanced 

individuals and the collective.  

 

 
 

The approach to academic learning is hands-on and experiential. Students are encouraged to 

express themselves in a multitude of disciplines. Through verbal, written, pictorial, dramatic, 

poetic, sculptural, and theatrical ways, students flex their creative abilities and access a broad 

array of expressive arts which serves to address the learning modalities of each child.  

 

Many community members who live within the community of Gold Bridge and its surrounding 

area take an active role and interest in supporting the pedagogical and social needs of the 

school and its students. Adults volunteer their time and skills in teaching a multitude of skills, 

e.g. music, cooking, languages, outdoor survival skills, arts and crafts, mountain biking, 

wilderness hiking and more.  
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Community members also participate at regular intervals in the seasonal festivals and events 

that are hosted by the students at The Gold Bridge Community School. Harvest lunches, 

Halloween, Christmas concerts, Valentine Teas, Graduations and Year End Art Shows are a 

sampling of what Gold Bridge Community School students have, in the past prepared and 

hosted for the local community.  

 

Students have occasion to partner with schools in Lillooet during special events for such things 

as book fairs, swimming lessons, Sports Day and science fairs.  

 

 
 

The school is able to access a variety of resource people including: Public Health Nurse, Speech-

Language Pathologist, Vice Principal of Learner Support, Dental Health Workers, and Infant 

Development staff.  In 2017 – 18, for the fifth consecutive year, the school was involved with the 

Coho in the Classroom project in partnership with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans and 

the Nlaka’pamux Nation Tribal Council.   
  



Page 4 of 7 

 

Dream: Three Year Goal 

The three-year goal will be to manifest a school program that embodies an academically 

rigorous, arts integrated, experiential curriculum within the structure of BC’s Redesigned 

Curriculum. 

Communication: 

Students will develop strong communication skills across a broad spectrum of subjects. 

Knowledge and understanding of subjects will be communicated not only through written and 

spoken means, but students will manifest their learning through a range of expressive and 

communicative means e.g. movement, visual and performance arts, technologies. 

Thinking:  

A consideration of developmental stages of student learning and higher order thinking will be 

the framework within which students achieve knowledge and skills associated with the 

intellectual development.  In a small multi-age setting the students have the opportunity to 

learn from each other as part of a social experiential developmental approach to learning. All 

subjects within the curriculum will offer different ways to develop creative and critical thinking 

skills. 

Personal and Social 

Personal and social development happens not only through interactions with one another, but 

with ideas and a host of different subjects and topics of learning. Students develop personal and 

social skills through the subjects offered and the variety of ways students are able to embody 

their learning.  The multi-age setting is an enriched opportunity to develop social skills and 

awareness and given the small numbers also offers possibilities and challenges specific to small 

group dynamics to grow and learn from. 
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Our Dream 

Continue to foster, deep engaged meaningful learning using practical, experiential, arts 

integrated skills to develop competencies and knowledge.  Alongside academic learning the 

dream is to make “place conscious” learning a focus inside and outside the classroom. 

 

Research Foundation 

In a research-into-practice series produced by a partnership between the Literacy and 

Numeracy Secretariat and the Ontario Association of Deans of Education, Dr. Rena Upitis 

opened her research monograph by stating that “Student engagement is central to learning. 

Those students who are fully engaged are ready to learn in every way – physically, socially, 

emotionally and intellectually.  The arts play a vital role in ensuring that students remain 

engaged by encouraging them to learn in physical and embodied ways, by inviting them to 

collaborate with peers, by requiring them to respond emotionally and by calling upon their 

cognitive capacities as they learn through and about the arts.  Integrating arts in the classroom 

can help to engage all students and improve the quality of their lives in school and beyond”. 

The aforementioned findings are based on research that involved close to 7000 students in 

grades one to seven. “Some students were from LTTA schools. Other students (the control 

group) were either from schools with other school-wide initiatives (such as a focus on 

technology) or schools with no special programs in place.  After three years, the LTTA students 

scored significantly higher than students in the control schools on tests of estimation and 

computation, equivalent to a difference of 11 percentile points”. (Upitis, 2011) 
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Design: Action Plan 

The 2018/19 school year has a diverse mix of students in terms of ages and abilities. A focus for 

the year will be on learning life skills in various disciplines. The year is beginning with a “Home 

Surroundings” unit which focuses on the geographical area as well what contributes to the local 

economy. In September, field trips are planned for the local Gold mine and post office. A unit 

on farming and gardening will be an opportunity for an outing to a local ranch and organic 

farm which will foster appreciation for the labours of farmers, ranchers and their animals.  

Students will also be able to directly source ingredients for the annual Harvest Lunch to which 

all members of their local community are invited. Building and textile projects are also planned 

for the year which aside from the physical skills involved will be a vehicle for practicing 

measurement skills in math lessons.  

Students will continue acquiring skills in a broad repertoire of media and a deeper 

understanding of their applications for art as a learning tool across the curriculum. 

Hands-on and project based learning experiences will be supplemented with Hands-On 

curriculum resources for Science, Social Studies, and Math.  Problem solving centers and 

interactive games are to compliment the Hands-On program. 

Higher order thinking in numeracy and literacy will continue to be a focus, through balanced, 

engaging programming. 

Student-hosted gatherings and outreach activities will be held at the school throughout the year 

as an opportunity for students to interact with members of the community.   

Destiny 

 State intentions at the start of each year 

 Determine benchmarks 

 Review progress at regular intervals 

 Record/Archive/Document student work and progress 

Baseline 

In June 2016, 100% of the students were meeting grade level expectations in reading, writing 

and numeracy. 

In June 2016, 60% of students were able to successfully apply all Learner Traits in a 

developmentally appropriate way. 

In June 2017 100% of the students were actively and enthusiastically engaged in all facets of 

their learning. This was assessed by the level, quality and quantity of work submitted as well as 

their active engagement throughout the school day.  

In June 2017, 100% of the students have continued to strive towards developing the positive 

qualities encapsulated in the learner traits. It is recognized that the learner traits are an area of 
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life-long learning and life-long challenge. Through continual and close interaction with one 

another as well as through the content of their studies and the manner in which they approach 

their learning, the students continue to hone and refine their Learner trait skills. 

In June 2018, 67% of the students were either meeting and or exceeding expectations in literacy 

and numeracy. 

In June 2018, 100% of the students worked towards developing their learner traits. They applied 

the learner traits to their learning and in social contexts. The students almost always get along 

and are kind and respectful of each other.  

Our students’ voice: 

“I go to school so that I can learn and I get to see my friends there. School is important to me 

because I would not be able to read and write if I did not go. My schooling will help me get a job 

to support my family and friends. I hope to be a teacher or an artist when I grow up. I also like 

doing other activities at school like cross country skiing, plays and community lunches.” 

“School is important to me because it is fun and hard work and you will get smart. I like coming 

to school because of reading and math and writing.” 

“You go to school so that you can learn. I also go to school to see my friends. I like all the things 

we do at school like bike riding.” 

 

 


